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Log onto our website at www.towncountrycu.com
Five Resolutions
to Trim Spending
and Reduce Stress
With the new year approaching, now is
the perfect time to make a resolution to save
more money. These five tips will help you trim
spending, beef up savings, and reduce stress.
1. Pay it off.
Pay off your credit cards to save money. Let’s
say you have a $2,000 balance at 18% interest.
If your minimum payment is 2% of the balance
due each month, it will take you 19 years to pay
it off and you’ll incur $3,862 in interest. But if you
increase your monthly payments to 8% of the
balance due--much more than the minimum-you’ll reduce the payback time from 19 years to
three years and nine months, and your interest
costs now are only $433. You’ve just “saved”
$3,429.
2. Conserve.
Small changes mean big savings on your
utility bill:
* Properly insulate all ducts.
* Use programmable thermostats. Turn your
thermostat back 10% to 15% for 8 hours each
day during the winter to save as much as 10% a
year on your energy bill.
* Use ceiling fans to reduce both cooling and
heating bills.
3. So what’s a buck?
Grab a calculator. Add up what you spend
on so-called “little things” that end up being
budget-busters:
* If you spend $1.00 a day on soda, that adds
up to $365 a year.
* If you spend $2.75 a day on coffee, that’s
$1,003.75 a year.
* If you spend $6 every weekday on fast food,
that’s $1,560 a year.
* If you spend $6.20 a day on cigarettes, that’s
$2,263 a year.
4. Tune it up.
Regular automobile maintenance--including
low-cost oil changes, filter changes, and tire
rotation--can save big bucks by preventing
costly repairs. Keep your engine tuned and
your tires inflated to their proper pressure. On
the road, stay within speed limits--gas mileage
decreases when you drive faster than 60 MPH.
Avoid “jackrabbit” starts, unnecessary idling,
remove excess weight from the trunk, and
combine errands.
5. Transfer it.
Pay yourself first--set up automatic transfers
to your share or money market account. Have
your paycheck automatically deposited to your
credit union account. Consider using direct
bill payment from your share draft account
for recurring payments like household bills,
insurance premiums, automatic investment
and savings plans, mortgage payments, auto
loan payments, and charitable donations. Set
up a Holiday Club Account. Participate in your
employer’s tax-advantaged retirement plan.
It all adds up!
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The TCCU Advantage...

MEMBER PROMISE:
We promise to: simplify your financial
life; work in your best interest; make
your privacy our top priority; have fair
and competitive rates and fees; and
provide personalized options to help
you achieve financial success.

• Credit Unions are not-for-profit institutions
• Members share ownership of the credit union
• Members have a voice in how the credit union operates
• Since credit unions are not-for-profit institutions, any excess earnings are returned to the members in higher deposit rates and lower
loan rates and fees (on average) than other financial institutions
• Credit unions focus on service to their members/owners
• Directors and committee members are all volunteers

102 N. Elm Street • Avoca, IA
712-307-6881 • Toll Free: 1-877-455-3015

www.towncountrycu.com

HourS:
Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00
Saturday 9:00-12:00

Shape the future of your
credit union.
Volunteer to serve on our
board of directors.
Call now to learn what
qualifications are required.

Do we have your current address,
phone number or email address?
In order to help protect your account information, it is important to keep your
address, telephone numbers and e-mail address updated with Town and Country.
If we determine we do not have your current mailing address, we will temporarily
suspend electronic access to your accounts (e.g., Town and Country Online Account
Access, ATMs) until you update your records.
To update your account information, simply: Call 24 hours a day 1-712-235-5555
or email us at cuservices@towncountrycu.com.

1414 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA 51537

712-755-3881 • 877-455-3015
www.towncountrycu.com

Happy New Year
...

Ways to Make Saving
for Retirement Easier
It’s never too early to plan for your
retirement. In fact, the earlier you start, the
better off you’ll be. Use these helpful tips to
make retirement as easy as possible.
Max out your 401(k) match. If your
employer matches your contributions to your
401(k), see if you can contribute the maximum
amount. Experts recommend contributing
15% of your pre-tax income to your retirement
savings, so take advantage of an employer
match to help you get there.
Reduce your debt. By reducing your
debt now, it’ll be easier to save money for
retirement and live comfortably. Start with
the smallest balance, reducing that to zero,
then focus on the next lowest. It’ll make you
feel good, help create some momentum, and
build your confidence to tackle larger debts.
Diversify your retirement income. Try
to have your money come in from multiple
sources and which don’t have the same tax
on them. For instance, have some money
come in from stocks (capital gains tax), some
from traditional retirement accounts (regular
income tax), and Roth accounts (tax-free
withdrawals).
Build an emergency fund. This will prevent
you from tapping into your retirement funds
should a crisis occur. You can start with a
small amount, but try to be consistent about
deposits. You’ll soon build a safety net to fall
back on when unexpected expenses show up.
Reduce your cost of living. Look at all your
expenses and see if there are ways to reduce
or eliminate them. Start with small things,
like packing your lunch instead of eating out
every day. Then work up to bigger changes,
like selling your home and buying smaller one.
Know your full retirement age for Social
Security. You can begin receiving Social
Security benefits when you reach 62, but you’ll
get up to 30% more by waiting until your full
retirement age. Check www.ssa.gov for more
information.

Mark your calendars for Town & Country
Annual Meeting February 20, 2018
6 p.m. at Town & Country Credit Union
1414 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan, IA

Roth IRA Conversion

You’ve heard the buzz about Roth IRA conversions. If you have an individual retirement account, what does this mean to you?
You’re eligible to convert some or all of your
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. Unlike a traditional
IRA, if you meet certain requirements, a Roth
provides you with tax-free withdrawals, a taxfree inheritance for your heirs, and no requirement to take minimum distributions from the
account.
It’s a honey of a deal! Stop by the credit union
and we’ll help you figure out if it’s sweet for you.
Yes it is true, we are now offering IRA’s for our
members. Give us a call and we will give you
the details.

Add Value to
Your Home

Move your remodeling fantasy into
reality:
* New deck
* Modern kitchen
* Additional bathroom
Your remodel is within reach with
a credit union home equity loan.

Even in the Age of Chip
Cards, Thieves Lurk
You may have noticed a lag in checking out
at the store lately. If you’re paying with a new
microchip credit or debit card, the payment
process takes about 15 seconds longer. In the
age of insta-transactions, this can feel like a
lifetime. But it’s for a good reason!
That’s because chip cards communicate with
the financial institution as the transaction is
being processed – which make them more
secure. However, not everyone has made the
switch to the microchipped cards yet, and even
if you have, some stores and ATMs don’t have
the upgraded hardware to take advantage of the
encryption they offer.
This means that we are still vulnerable to
card fraud and theft. For example, financial data
could be compromised online, too, as the new
chip cards don’t offer additional security when
making online purchases.
What does this mean? Even with new chip
cards, you have to keep an eye on your accounts
for fraudulent activity.
Some people believe that as long as they didn’t
actually charge it, they won’t be responsible for
the debt. On some level, this makes sense. Why
would I be responsible for a purchase I didn’t
make? This is only partly true.
According to the FTC Consumer website, your
responsibility really depends on how quickly
you report the incident:
* If you report the loss within two business
days after you realize your card is missing, you
won’t be responsible for more than $50 of
unauthorized use.
* If you report the loss within 60 days after
your statement is mailed to you, you could lose
as much as $500 because of an unauthorized
transfer.
* If you don’t report an unauthorized use of
your card within 60 days after the card issuer
mails your statement to you, you risk unlimited
loss; you could lose all the money in that
account, the unused portion of your maximum
line of credit established for overdrafts, and
maybe more.
So keep an eagle eye on your accounts, and
check in frequently to make sure the transactions
posted match your activity.

TCCU Credit Card: Your Best Bet

• Choose the card with nothing to hide • No annual fees
• Low 9.90% non-variable APR
• No cash advance fees
• No balance transfer fees
• No penalty fee
Give us a call to enroll you today, 712-235-5555

Fraud Protection

• Never carry personal information like social security card.
• Use a mix of symbols, numbers, and letters for PINS and
passwords.
• Never give out your personal information to a
• business or individual over the phone or email.
• Don’t just toss invoices, financial statements, or other personal
documents–shred them.
• Check your online banking accounts and credit reports
regularly.

What Do Crooks Do With Your
Personal Information?

• Go on spending sprees with your credit/debit account numbers
• Change mailing address on your credit card accounts
• Take out loans in your name
• Establish phone service in your name
• File for bankruptcy in your name to avoid paying debt
• Give your name during an arrest

Iowa Bankers Trying to Raise Credit
Union Taxes — Your Help Needed
Credit unions provide a not-for-profit, cooperativelyowned choice in the financial marketplace. For decades,
the credit union business model has saved Iowans money
and provided access to credit that many could not get
from a bank. With tax reform being discussed at the state
level, bank lobbyists are using it as an opportunity to try
and convince legislators to raise taxes on credit unions,
effectively taxing their competition out of the market.
As a member-owner of your credit union - your voice
matters – as any tax increase is ultimately a tax on you,
our owners! Please contact your state legislator today
and ask them to oppose bank efforts to raise credit union
taxes, so Iowans like you continue to have the ability to
choose a not-for-profit financial partner. We have made
it easy to send your legislator an email. Please visit
http://cqrcengage.com/iowacreditunions/app/write-aletter?0&engagementId=422753 to view, edit and send
an electronic message. Visit ProtectFinancialChoice.com
to stay up-to-date on important policy issues affecting
your credit union.

The Scholarship Search
Made Easy
1. Look locally. Your employer, civic organizations,
business associations, ethnicity-based groups, and
military organizations all offer scholarships.
2. Scour the Web. Use scholarship search engines
to find offers that uniquely suit your skill set and
background.
3. Keep an eye on your financial aid. Scholarships
usually decrease your financial aid offer.

Loan Special
$

1,500 at 8.5% APR
for 10 Months

ATTENTION:
KIDS AGE 14 TO 21

* Vacation Loan, Repairs, Winter Bills

Do you have a job and would like to open a
checking account? We have a checking account
for kids with no service charge with these
guidelines:
1. Must be age 14 to 24 and
2. Must have parents sign on account with you.
Advantages to starting a checking account:
1. Learn how to handle money while you’re
young and parent(s) can help.
2. Build your credit.
3. At age 16, you can apply for a debit card.
Starting good credit is important.

paying less
better value
adding up
Member
Services

Share Savings and
Share Draft
Checking Accounts
Free Check Imaging
Holiday Club Accounts
Certificates of Deposit
Kirby Kids Club
Teen Club
Bill Pay
Voice Response
Reloadable Debit Cards

24-Hour ATM
Vehicle Loans
Home Equity Loans
Mortgage Loans
Personal Loans
Business Loans
Lines of Credit
Visa Gift Card
9.9% APR MasterCard
Debit Cards
Direct Deposit
Photocopy Services
Phone Transfers
Payroll Services

lower fees
better rates
getting more
On-Line Services
Free Internet Banking
Free Notary
Drive-up Services
Wire Services
Fax Services
Night Depositories
Credit Life and
Disability Insurance
Gap Insurance
Draft Images
Auto Insurance
Home Owners
Insurance

Term Life Insurance
Accident Insurance
Whole Life Insurance
Variable Annuities
Fixed Annuities
Loan-term Care
Insurance
Variable Universal Life
Insurance
Mutual Funds
Folio Investing (50
Stocks)
529 College Savings
Plan

Harlan Hours:
7:30 A.M. – 5 P.M. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday;
9 A.M. – 5 P.M. Wednesday; 8:30 A.M. – 12 P.M. Saturday
Avoca Hours:
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday-Friday; Saturday 9 A.M. – 12 P.M.

