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When one partner in a relationship is primarily respon-
sible for handling the finances, use these tips to keep the 
other partner informed and avoid distress. Share Account 
Knowledge. Both partners should know all account names, 
online logins and passwords, balances, loan amounts and 
total monthly expenses. Everyone should also know where 
important documents are located like insurance policies 
and mortgage deeds. Both partners need to be prepared for 
the unexpected. It’s also a great time to take advantage of 
Money Management Tools in Web Branch to help one an-
other learn where money is going as well as seeing an over-
view of finances.

Discuss Goals. Both partners should have equal decision-
making power when it comes to determining financial 
goals. Set aside regular time to have conversations about 
your financial goals. Try to find a balance that makes both 
partners happy. 

Explore Separate Accounts. Rather than pooling all your 
money together, it may work best to have separate accounts 
for each other for personal expenses and a joint account for 
household expenses. 

Don’t Keep Financial Secrets. It’s important to have an 
open and honest relationship about your finances. Discuss 
large purchases and any debt. Keeping these secrets can put 
a lot of strain on your relationship.

Pay Off Debt. Even if it existed before the relationship, 
both credit ratings can be negatively impacted, and both 
partners are likely contributing toward the accumulated in-
terest. Access your credit score for free using My Credit Score 
in Web Branch. Register with My Credit Score to view a credit 
report snapshot and see how opening a new loan or pay-
ing off debt will impact your scores. You can also have a free 
Credit Consultation to see how we can save you money pay-
ing off loans you have elsewhere.

Money Management Tips for Couples

Credit Union Building 
Schedule for July Completion

It is with much excitement that we announce that barring anything 
major from happening like snowstorms, spring rains or unexplained 
delays.  The new TCCU building at 1414 Chatburn should be completed 
by June.  Much work still needs to be done but it is moving along very 
nicely.  It is very possible we could be moving in earlier and if that hap-
pens it is a bonus.

The new building will have two drive up lanes on the west side of the 
building and an ATM lane on the east side of the building.   We will keep 
you posted on our upcoming grand opening events.

Debit Card 
Charge Alerts

It is important that we make you 
aware of changes in the Harlan Commu-
nity when using different local ATM’s to 
get cash.  Please be aware to watch for 
fees at certain ATM machines that you 
have been used to getting cash without 
getting a fee charged to you. Those in-
stitutions have started charging fees for 
the convenience of getting cash with 
your debit card.  

Please contact the credit union at 
712-755-3881 and we will tell you 
where you can find ATM’s currently now 
available in the area.   Once our build-
ing is up and running, all of our mem-
bers will have “free” access to use our 
new ATM machine.  

We’re Your 
Matchmaker        

In the wrong car? 
Even a great vehicle might not be the best fit for you and your needs. 

We have loans to match you up with the right wheels. 
Call us today and we’ll hook you up. 

Bring Us Your  
No-Account Relative

Everybody has one … and 
we’d like yours to become a 
credit union member. 

If you have family mem-
bers without credit union 
accounts, let them know 
they’re eligible to join. 
They’ll receive all the mem-
ber benefits you already en-
joy.



Holiday Hours: 
Feb 20 - Closed 

A persons credit score is used by lenders, insurance companies, po-
tential employers and landlords to help determine credit worthiness.

Build a Solid Payment History
Pay all of your bills on time, even if it ‘s just the minimum pay-

ment. Make sure that you send in the full payment due every 
month, and that the payment reaches the company before the 
due date. • Remember that all payments are important. Your credit 
report may include missed payments to various creditors such as 
your phone or electric companies. Also, bankruptcy filings, failure 
to pay child support or civil suits can show up in the “public re-
cords” section of your report and hurt your credit.

Don’t Max Out Your Accounts
Don’t use up too much of the credit available to you. If you get 

an increase in your credit line, don’t spend it all at once. It is good 
to have credit available in case of emergencies.

Only Apply For Credit You Need
Don’t take out or apply for too many loans at once. It can make 

you look desperate for money which is not a good sign to lend-
ers.

Show a Long Credit History
Keep your card accounts open, even if you pay a card off in full. This can help reduce your debt-to-credit ratio. Your credit 

score takes into account the length of time your accounts have been open. You want to show a long history of borrowing 
and paying back money reliably. 

A low credit score can mean higher interest rates, higher insurance rates and more fees. It is important to know your credit score 
and keep working to build it up.

New Year’s Resolution:
Improve My Credit Score     

Creative Ways to Save Money

Member 
Services
Share Savings 

and Share Draft 
Checking Accounts

Free Check Imaging
Holiday Club Accounts
Certificates of Deposit
Kirby Kids Club
Teen Club
Vehicle Loans
Home Equity Loans

Mortgage Loans
Personal Loans
Business Loans
Lines of Credit
Visa Gift Card
9.9% APR MasterCard
Debit Cards
Direct Deposit
Photocopy Services
Phone Transfers
Payroll Services
On-Line Services
Free Internet Banking

Free Notary
Drive-up Services
Wire Services
Fax Services
Night Depositories
Credit Life and Disability 

Insurance
Gap Insurance
Draft Images
Auto Insurance
Home Owners 

Insurance
Term Life Insurance

Accident Insurance
Whole Life Insurance
Variable Annuities
Fixed Annuities
Loan-term Care 

Insurance
Variable Universal Life
Insurance
Mutual Funds
Folio Investing (50 

Stocks)
529 College Savings 

Plan

Mark You 

Calendar

Money Smart 

Week 

April 23-27, 2012

Start the New Year With These Savings Tips
1. Organize a Swap Party – Invite about 4-12 people to 

trade items with each other—anything from toys, books, 
clothing, accessories, household goods, or a combination 
of them. Items should be gently used and in good condi-
tion. Attendees should leave with the same amount of 
items donated, so draw numbers to see who picks items 
first, and limit trips to 3-4 items at a time. Besides being eco-
nomical, swaps are eco-friendly and a good way to clean 
out your closet.

2. Don’t Let Things You Collect Get Out of Hand – If you 
have personal collections, determine if you  purchase the 
items because you love them or out of habit. Then, sell 
items you don’t want through sites like eBay and craigslist 
or get a tax deduction for donated items. An easy way to 
start paring down collections is to get rid of duplicates or 
items you store but never display. If you’re holding on to 
items from childhood, keep one or two, take a photo of the 
rest, and sell or donate them. If you’re unsure you’re ready 
to get rid of items, box them up for a month, and if you 
don’t miss them, then you have your answer.

Big Welcome to Our 
Newest Employee     
Matt Gubbels

Please stop by and wel-
come Matt to the TCCU 
community.  We’re sure 
you’ll agree with us that he’ll 
make a great addition to our 
already great staff.

3. Entertain Your Children Affordably – It is easy to spend 
money on the latest toys and gadgets for your children, but 
most likely, they would rather spend time with you. Enjoy 
the outdoors by going for walks, bike rides and playing Fris-
bee. Or, find creative things to do together like scavenger 
hunts, indoor obstacle courses and talent shows. You can 
also purchase inexpensive rolls of art paper and craft items.

4. Control Emotional Spending & Impulse Buys – If you 
go into a store and buy items you didn’t intend to, you are 
buying because of instant gratification. A good way to avoid 
this is to leave the store and wait 24 hours. If you still want 
the item the next day, then consider buying it. For larger 
purchases, you can practice the same technique, but wait 
30 days instead. Identify what triggers you to spend emo-
tionally. If you’ve had a bad day and tend to shop, try calling 
a friend or exercising. You can also change your method of 
shopping. If you overspend at stores, try shopping online or 
vice versa. Limit the amount of retail sales emails you receive 
and flyers you look at.


